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“We just need some 20-de-
gree days and some gentle, 
drying winds to help bring 
about proper soil tempera-
ture and proper soil condi-
tions so that we can get our 
equipment out in the field,” 
Campbell said. “When we 
try to seed a crop when con-
ditions are not right, with an 
improper seedbed that you 
don’t get good germination, 
then you don’t get very good 
stand establishment and 
then you also run into pro-
duction levels that are less 
than optimal.”

Minto missed the worst 
parts of the second storm, 
seeing an inch of rain and 
some snow. Campbell said 
the area was left with mud-
dy spots that are beginning 
to dry out, but infrastruc-
ture, including roads, has 
been affected by the ex-
treme weather.

“We as farmers certainly 
want to produce the most 
and best quality crop that 
we can, but sometimes that 
is out of our control with en-
vironmental conditions.”

Russell Johnk farms across 
south-central Manitoba 

from Swan Lake to Treherne 
to Stockton, producing po-
tatoes, wheat, canola, corn, 
soybeans and peas. Fields 
near Swan Lake still have 
snow and water, he said, 
while those closer to Glen-
boro are a little drier.

He estimates the farm will 
face about a two- to three-
week delay in seeding as 
many fields have standing 
water and mud.

“We’re already behind 
from normal seeding. Typ-

ically, we’re planting pota-
toes in the next day or two 
and we usually have wheat 
in around April 20,” Johnk 
said. “We’re definitely late 
and we’re still not ready to 
go.”

He is hoping to start seed-
ing around May 10 for early 
cereals like wheat and oats, 
and May 15 for potatoes.

The delay could poten-
tially impact the final yield 
of crops, he added, but this 
will largely depend on the 

weather over the summer. 
The concern now is if on-
going cooler temperatures 
prevent the fields from dry-
ing out enough to get crops 
planted.

“It’s not necessarily [that] 
the writing is on the wall 
for a disaster crop year, we 
just need a temperate good 
growing season,” Johnk said.

Carroll farmer Darrel Car-
lisle, who produces mostly 
corn and canola, expects 
the farm will be a week to 10 
days behind its typical seed-
ing start date.

“Mother Nature is the 
boss; there’s no changing 
her. Once it starts to warm 
up, we’ll get out to the 
fields,” Carlisle said. “For 
most guys in this neck of the 
woods, this part of Manito-
ba, you’re normally running 
by end of April start of May. 
So it’s going to put us be-
hind.”

Carlisle’s fields are cur-
rently waterlogged largely 
due to the cold tempera-
tures keeping frost in the 
ground and preventing 
moisture from seeping in. 
Once temperatures change, 
he expects moisture to move 
into the ground, allowing 

farmers in his area to begin 
planting in the next 10 days 
or two weeks.

He will start to worry if 
the delay creeps up to three 
weeks.

It has been a challeng-
ing spring for Pilot Mound 
farmer Tammas Collins, 
who produces canola, 
wheat, soybeans, peas and 
edible beans. Some of Col-
lins’ fields are almost bare 
while others are underwa-
ter. There is still frost on 
the ground and snowbanks 
measuring more than eight 
feet in some areas.

“We are definitely going to 
have a late seeding — no ifs, 
ands or buts. It’s going to be 
late to the point where yield 
reduction is going to hap-
pen.”

The overland water will 
prevent seeding in wet 
spots, he said, meaning 
some areas will go without a 
crop over the summer.

He estimates every week 
of delay impacts about sev-
en per cent of his crop yield.

“We live in a very, very 
short season area here, and 
we are sowing right after 
frost and hoping it matures 
right before frost,” Collins 

said. “It could be doom 
and gloom because of the 
weather, but if we can pull 
it off and get this crop in in 
late May, early June and if 
prices stay the same, I’m still 
optimistic.”

Boris Michaleski farms 
southwest of Dauphin on 
the northern slopes of Rid-
ing Mountain, where he 
grows wheat, oats, canola 
and soybeans.

The farm fields are cur-
rently “white and wet,” he 
said. The last two snow-
storms coupled with exces-
sive rain have led to a best-
case scenario of seeding 
around the May long week-
end — a little later than usu-
al but not unheard of.

“The one thing at least 
with the moisture that we 
have, we’re in a much bet-
ter position moisture-wise 
than we were a year ago,” 
Michaleski said. “If that wa-
ter is able to soak into the 
soil instead of running off 
into the ditch, that definite-
ly means it’s going to help 
recharge our moisture level 
in the soil.”
» ckemp@brandonsun.com
» Twitter: @The_Chel-
seaKemp
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 »Storms, cool temperatures pose lots of challenges

This wage increase isn’t so 
much about employees earn-
ing more money as it is about 
their ability to help their cli-
ents. 

This is a vocation and a pas-
sion to help people and make 
a difference in their lives. 

Everyone who chooses this 
profession knows there isn’t a 
lot of money in it, but they get 
to have direct impacts on their 
community through their ser-
vices.

However, service workers 
and supervisors still need to 
make a living, and this funding 
will help those currently work-
ing take home a little more, as 
well as attract new people. 

Stagnating wages caused 
many to take on multiple jobs 
or leave entirely to work for 
other health-care agencies. 

This drained staffing levels 
and available skills.

Anything that can help re-
tain staff and pay them a de-
cent wage will help them as 
an organization, which will in 
turn benefit their clients, El-
mes said.

“It’s sad to see so many leave 
because we are a big employ-
er in Brandon and we’ve been 
around for a long time.”

This funding, plus the grant 
in March, doesn’t amount to a 
lot of money, Elmes said, but it 
helps.

“I’ll be so happy to share this 
news with my employees,” she 
said. 

“A lot of agencies for two 
years have been very restrict-
ed in what we can do, and in 
these last couple months we 
really feel we can get back into 
the game. This is all timely for 
us and we can move forward 
as best we can to do bigger and 
better things.”
» kmckinley@brandonsun.
com
» Twitter: @karenleighmcki1
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Bruce Willis diagnosis brings aphasia to forefront: Westman group

Following last month’s an-
nouncement that Bruce Wil-
lis will retire from acting after 
being diagnosed with aphasia, 
the disorder was put under the 
spotlight and with it a stream 
of misinformation, says one 
Brandon organization.

Westman Aphasia is now 
looking to spur dialogue 
around the condition and as-
sist families by showing them 
how they can manage and 
adapt to it.

The non-profit organization 
has been helping people and 
their families in Westman learn 
about the disorder. 

After Willis went public with 
his diagnosis, there was more 
traffic on Westman Aphasia’s 
website and social media, but 
that has since dissipated, said 
Susan Cable, volunteer chief 
administrative officer and 

board chair.
The organization wants peo-

ple to know it is available to 
help anyone who needs it.

“A diagnosis like this can be 
devastating, but there is hope 
and people can live a good life,” 
Cable said. “People may not 
know how to cope. If we can 
find them through referrals or 
coverage, they can find us and 
help them.”

One of the main messag-
es they want to spread is that 
this isn’t a cognitive or intel-
lectual disorder. Aphasia is a 
breakdown of a person’s ability 
to communicate with words. 
They lose the ability to com-
prehend, speak, write and read.

Willis’ family did not reveal 
exactly what caused his apha-
sia, but Cable said about one-
third of all people who have 
aphasia have suffered a stroke.

Other causes are dementia, 
Alzheimer’s disease, brain tu-
mours and injuries caused by 
blows to the head.

Communication skills can 
improve over time if the apha-
sia is caused by a stroke, but 
with progressive conditions 
like dementia, those skills de-
teriorate irreversibly.

There are many people out 
there who have it and may 
not know it and may not know 
there is an organization dedi-

cated solely to aphasia, Cable 
said.

The organization is the only 
one in the Westman region that 
provides services and support 
for people with aphasia and 
their caregivers. They have 
support groups and programs, 
courses in communication and 
information on what aphasia 
is. They help people work on 
managing the disorder and 
develop communication tech-
niques to use with the public 
and between caregivers and 
loved ones.

For example, Cable said they 
may use a whiteboard or paper 
to draw a picture or write down 
one or two words to show peo-
ple. This can help the person 
with aphasia get a message 
across. They can also try to 
memorize one or two words 
to make communicating more 
efficient if they have to talk to 
someone directly, such as run-

ning errands and asking a busi-
ness’ staff for help.

Cable said they are thank-
ful to Willis and his family for 
talking about this because it 
does help get the word out, 
stressing they are not capital-
izing on his disorder. Often it 
takes a tragedy happening to 
someone in the public eye to 
bring attention to whatever 
that person is dealing with.

This deterioration of lan-
guage skills can be frustrating 
for both the person and the 
people around them. People 
with aphasia and the people 
caring for them need to learn 
how to develop a communica-
tion system, Cable said.

Most of their clients come 
to them through referrals or 
followups from presentations. 
They also reach people indi-
rectly through just talking pub-
licly about aphasia.

It’s a frustrating disorder to 

deal with, Cable said, especial-
ly when considering how im-
portant communication and 
socializing is in everyday life. 
Those who are having trouble 
managing it are often isolated. 
The pandemic made it worse 
with people being made to stay 
in their homes and relying on 
others to help them.

The pandemic also hurt the 
organization. As a non-profit, 
they operate mostly with vol-
unteers and donations. The 
United Way has been helpful, 
Cable said, but they are looking 
for more people to be a part of 
the organization.

Additional information 
about Westman Aphasia is 
available on the organization’s 
Facebook page and at West-
manaphasia.ca, or email at 
westmanaphasia@gmail.com 
to learn more.
» kmckinley@brandonsun.com
» Twitter: @karenleighmcki1
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Foster care jurisdictional changes coming
WINNIPEG — A major shift in the delivery of foster 

care could result in hundreds of children repatriated 
to their Manitoba communities as more Indigenous 
governments are expected to take jurisdiction over 
child welfare from the province.

“The time has come as far as First Nations taking 
control over our families and children,” Peguis First 
Nation Chief Glenn Hudson said. “We never relin-
quished that authority.”

Peguis became the first Indigenous governing 
body in Manitoba to take legislative authority over 
child and family services from the province when its 
Honouring our Children, Families and Nation Act 
came into force in January.

A ceremony at Assiniboia Downs in Winnipeg 

earlier this year marked the historic occasion that 
brought Peguis Child and Family Services under 
band law, which supersedes federal, provincial and 
territorial laws.

“It was time that we stood up. It was time that we 
took control … and jurisdiction and authority over 
our children and families,” Hudson said. “For too 
long has there been somebody else that wanted to 
control it, as far as governments were concerned.”

In early 2020, the Trudeau government passed an 
Act Respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis, also 
known as Bill C-92, which established the framework 
for Indigenous governments to draw down jurisdic-
tion of child welfare for their members.

To date, 17 Indigenous communities — including 
the Manitoba Métis Federation, Opaskwayak Cree 
Nation, Island Lake Tribal Council, and a consortium 

of Treaty 2 First Nations — have requested co-ordi-
nation agreements with the provincial and federal 
governments for jurisdiction.

Within 12 months, regardless of whether agree-
ment is finalized, the laws of the Indigenous com-
munity will come into force as federal law.

Four other First Nations have also signalled their 
intent to exercise authority over child welfare.

Manitoba Families Minister Rochelle Squires said 
she expects at least 10 more First Nations will apply 
for jurisdiction within the next year, while Indige-
nous communities with outstanding requests for 
co-ordination agreements could see their laws come 
into force within 18 months.

“For them to have jurisdiction over child welfare 
laws is transformative, to say the least,” Squires said.
» Winnipeg Free Press 
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A bald eagle sits atop a utility pole west of Minnedosa on a sunny morning earlier this week. (Tim Smith/The Brandon Sun)

Standing water covers a low spot in a field on the east side of 
First Street near Veterans Way on Wednesday. Some farmers 
expect to be delayed up to three weeks due to excess mois-
ture this season. (Tim Smith/The Brandon Sun)


